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A SPEECH 


WESTMINSTER FORUM, 


ON THE 


th, 16th, 8 and goth DECEMBER 1794, 
ON THE FOLLOWING QUESTION : : 


& WHICH HAVE PROVED THEMSELVES THE TRUE FRIENDS 
cc OF THEIR KING AND COUNTRY, THOSE PERSONS WHO 
& HAVE ENDEAVOURED TO PROCURE A CONSTITUTIONAL 
be REFORM IN PARLIAMENT, OR THOSE WHO HAVE OP= 
«© posED THAT MEASURE AS ILL-TIMED AND DANGEROUS * 


— — 


By JOHN GALE JONES. 


© ————————_—__ IR - ---- 


« Tf to alleviate the ſufferings of Mankind and promote a Refor- 
| mation of Abuſes ; to deliberate upon Public Meaſures and ſeek 
Redreſs of Grievances ; ; to ſooth the Sigh of ſolitary Wretchedneſs 
and ſpeak Comfort to the drooping Heart; if theſe be Treaſon and 
Sedition, then am I content to ſuffer the Imputation, then may the 
Correſponding Society at once plead Guilty to the Charge ſince with 
theſe attendant circumſtances, Libel has heen their Morning's Theme, 
Sedition their Evening's Employment, and Treaſon their Order of the 
Day!” | Vide Speech. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Multiplicity of cauſes with which it 

would be uſeleſs and impertinent to 
trouble the Public, has prevented an earlier 
appearance of the following Speech. From 
the favourable reception, however, of a re- 
cent attempt, the Author is encouraged to 
ſubmit it even thus late, to the critical inſpec- 
tion of an impartial Public. He feels it ne- 
ceſſary, for the information of thoſe who did 
not, and for the on of thoſe who did, 
attend the Weſtminſter Forum, to obſerve, 
that as much as could well be recollected of 
the Four Evenings Diſcuſſions, the greater 
part of which, as may be readily perceived, 
was extemporaneous, is here collected and 


conſolidated . 


1 
conſolidated into one; but that a few paſſages 
have alſo been inſerted, which although they 


were not delivered at that place, yet being 


adapted to the ſubject, may ſerve, perhaps, in 
ſome ſmall degree, to add ſtrength and con- 


nexion to the whole, 


; ig es ; 
*Hampſtead-Road, ef, 
17th Zune 1795. 


DUESTION. 


QUESTION. 


0 WHICH HAVE PROVED THEMSELVES THE TRUE 
BE FRIENDS OF THEIR KING AND COUNTRY, 
Nas THOSE PERSONS WHO HAVE ENDEAVOURED 10 
te PROC URE A CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM IN 


25 PARLIAMENT, OR THOSE WHO HAVE OPPOSED | 


« THAT MEASURE AS ILL-TIMED AND DANGE=- 
M kous?“ 


, 5 


* freaking to the ales dur Sir I feel 
no inconſiderable ſhare of anxiety, both from 


the conſideration of its manifeſt importance, and 
from a conſciouſneſs of my own inability ; and 


I ought, perhaps, upon this occaſion, rather to 
remain a ſilent auditor than obtrude myſelf upon 
your notice, thus inexperienced and unprepared, 

Small, however, as may be my pretenſions, and 
inſufficient as are my claims upon the attention 


| of this T aſſembly, I am encouraged to 


B hope, 
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l 
hope, that the cauſe for which J profeſs myſelf 


an humble advocate, while it affords an excuſe 


for my temerity, will ſhield me from malevolence 
or reproof. 


I aſſure you, Sir, that I felt a degree of impa- 


tience, amounting almoſt to vexation, when I 
perceived the continued unanimity with which 


this diſcuſſion at firſt proceeded, and obſerved the 


regular ſucceſſion of ſpeakers, all of whom main- 
tained preciſely the ſame opinion, without expe- 
riencing any oppoſition; and I began to con- 
clude what I have long ſince ſuſpected, either 
that their arguments were unanſwerable, or that 
Mr. Burke's aſſertion was certainly true, when 
he declared that the © age of chivalry was gone;” 
a gentleman has, however, kindly relieved my 


anxiety, and removed my apprehenſions, by taking 


upon himſelf the ungracious taſk of oppoſition, 
and like the knight of the rueful countenance, has 


boldly ſallied forth to encounter the giant and 
* deſtroy, as he terms it, the hydra-headed monſter 


of Reform. eras. 4 
As this gentleman has been pleaſed to advance 
ſome very extraordinay propoſitions, and ſeems 
to conſider himſelf as a very formidable aſſailant, 
I am, for once, induced, notwithſtanding his 
5 | ſuperior 


aſl 


it, 
11s 
or 
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ſuperior proweſs, to enter the liſts and break a 
lance with this champion of ariſtocracy: in ſo 
doing I ſhall not, to follow the gentleman's ex- 
ample, ſeek to perplex and obſcure the ſubject, 
by adopting quaint witticiſms or quoting Latin 
authorities, but ſhall think myſelf bound to treat 


it with that ſerious and unaffected ſolemnity 


which its acknowledged importance demands. | 


With that ſingular vivacity which uſually ac- 
companies his obſervations, he ſat out with de- 


claring himſelf a “ high-flying ariſtocrat”; how 


far it was prudent or proper for him to give him- 
ſelf a name, of which I aſſure him, 7am not am- 
bitious, it may remain for this aſſembly to deter- 
mine; but if, in the courſe of this evening's 
diſcuſſion, I had ventured to aſſume the party 
appellation of a democrat, I believe, I ſhould have 


. ſcarcely failed to receive, what I ſhould certainly 


have deſerved, a public mark of reprobation. I 
would, however, caution the gentleman, to be- 


ware in the purſuit of his © high-flown honours” 


leſt he meet with the untimely fate of Icarus, or 
like Phaëton find his fall the more difaſtrous in 
proportion to the height to wann his expectations 
have ſoared! 


The gentleman has roundly and unequivocally 
aſſerted, that Corruption i is a neceſſary ingredient 
B 2 | in 
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in the Britiſh Conſtitution; that it is the oil which 
makes the wheels of government run ſmoothly, 
and that it is an uſeful and an expedient alloy. 
I confeſs, Sir, that I heard him with conſiderable 
apprehenſion and ſurpriſe ; for although I knew 
his ſentiments to be ſuch as are peculiarly fa- 
vourable to the preſent adminiſtration, I could 
not avoid ſuſpecting that the active zeal of ſome 
hired agent, might induce him to treaſure this 
extraordinary aſſertion in his memory, and tranſ- 
mit it to his honourable employers; the gentle- 
man might thereby have juſtly incurred the 
hazard of being proſecuted for a libel; ſince is 
it not a foul and malicious libel to declare that 
the Britiſh conſtitution exiſts only by corruption, 
and that to wage war with iniquity is to under- 
mine its foundation! But it would ſeem that the 
advocates of adminiſtration may aſſert with 1 im- 
punity, what from its opponents would not. fail 
of being conſtrued into a crime of the moſt ſeri- 


ous nature, and entail upon its guilty authors 
impriſonment or tranſ PATERSON ! 


le thinks alſo, that man, being the ſlave of 
paſſion, is virtuous only from controul; and 


thence deduces what he deems an unanſwerable 
argument againſt a reform. I believe, Sir, the 


converſe of this ee to be true, and that 
| | mankind 
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mankind is vicious only from fear or from neceſ- 
ſity ; without entering, however, into an exami- 
nation of this curious remark, which is too ab- 
ſurd to deſerve a ſerious refutation, I beg leave 
to aſſure the gentleman that it 1s neither prudent 
nor reaſonable to expect that, at the preſent im- 
proved and enlightened period, men will be go- 


verned by the ſame means which were exerciſed 


during an age of unlettered barbarity. Govern- 
ment, indeed, may be truly ſaid to have experi- 


enced a political climax, Men firſt yielded im- 
plicit obedience from ignorance : afterwards, and 
even now, perhaps, influence is the prevailing mo- 


tive; but the time, if not already arrived, is ra- 
pidly approaching, when mankind to be governed 
to any effectual purpoſe muſt ſubmit to principle, 
and to principle only! : 


The gentleman has thought proper, Sir, to 
throw out ſome inſinuations on the character and 
conduct of a certain popular ſociety ; feeling as I 
do for its intereſt and for the object which it 
ſteadily purſues, I have no heſitation in thus 


publicly declaring that I am neither afraid nor 
aſhamed to avow myſelf a member of the London 


Correſponding Society ; a ſociety, which notwith- 


ſtanding the artful miſrepreſentations of calumny 
and falſchood, I aver to be reſpectable from its 


zeal, 


[ 10 J 

zeal, its perſeverance, its fortitude, and its ſin- 
cerity, which wants neither virtue nor abilities to 
direct it, and which unlike many public men and 
moſt public meaſures, ſeeks the benefit of the 
whole community, not the aggrandiſement of 
particular individuals, and remains firm and 
conſiſtent to the purpoſe of its original inſtitu- 
tion ! 


If to alleviate. the ſufferings of mankind and 
promote a reformation of abuſes ; to deliberate 
upon public meaſures and ſeek redreſs of griev- 


ances ; to ſooth the ſigh of ſolitary wretchednefs, 


and ſpeak comfort to the drooping heart; if theſe 
be treaſon and ſedition, then am I content to 
ſuffer the imputation, and to yield myſelf a wil- 
ling victim; then may the Correſponding Society 
at once plead guilty to the charge, ſince with 
theſe attendant circumſtances libel has been their 
morning's theme, /edition their evening's employ- 
ment, and zrea/on their order of the day ! 


In the moſt unqualified manner he has ſtated 
that their number, far from being conſiderable, 
was ſo diminutively ſmall, that a preſident and 
two ſecretaries made up the whole amount of a 
meeting ; that they buſied themſelves in voting 
addreſſes and reſolutions of thanks to each other; 

ws | and 


1 


and that their proceedings were ſo truly inſigni- 


ficant and contemptible, that they might more 


aptly be ſtyled the ſports of children than the 


efforts of men ſolicitous to procure a Reform. 


Hou the gentleman came by this curious in- 
telligence, J have neither curioſity to aſk nor 


inclination to enquire; perhaps upon this as upon 


ſome late occaſions, thoſe who were employed 


for that purpoſe made it their buſineſs to miſre- 


preſent and deceive, and as it ſuited their own 
particular intereſts found it neceſſary ſometimes 
to magnify and ſometimes to diminiſh the terror 
of. their diſcoveries ; but for that gentleman's 
immediate information, I ſhall beg leave to ſtate, 


that were I to compure the actual and effective 


number of the members of the political ſocieties 
inſtituted for obtaining a parliamentary reform, 
forty thouſand would, I believe, be nn 


below the true amount. 


Admitting, however, his ſtatement to be juſt 
and his aſſertions true; why then, I aſk, were all 
thoſe ſormidable preparations made againſt ſup- 
poſed plots and imaginary conſpiracies? Why 
was the whole kingdom thrown into alarm and 
confuſion, the Militia called out, the Habeas 
Corpus Act ſuddenly ſuf ee and the artillery 

of 
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of the Tower pointed at the loyal and defenceleſs 


inhabitants of the City of London? Surely it 
was not neceſſary that ſuch tremendous proceed- 


ings ſhould be adopted to ſpoil the ſports of 


children; unleſs we admit with an honourable 
Member of the Houſe of Commons, that the 
impoſſibility of diſcovering a particular circum- 
ſtance is an additional proof of its exiſtence, and 
that the ſmaller the miſchief, the mn ſhould 
be the means of preveiition? | 


But it is copianithy urged even by thoſe who 
formerly upheld it as an eſſential and neceſſary 
meaſure, that this is not the time for a Reform, 
and for the following reaſons, we are engaged 
in a war which requires the utmoſt power and 
energy—the public mind is ſtrongly agitated, 
and the nation divided.“ This comes with a very 
ill grace from thoſe who at a time equally unfa- 
vourable and with language much more ſevere, 
attacked the abuſes of adminiſtration, and in- 
ceſſantly reiterated the cry of Reform. At the 
cloſe of the American war, when ſhame and diſ- 
appointment had overwhelmed the nation, and 
diſcontent was at an alarming height; when 
public credit had experienced a ſevere and almoſt 
fatal ſhock; and the country was declared to 
be upon the brink of ruin, Aſſociations were 

formed 


E 3 


formed and meetings held in every part of the 


metropolis, at the Thatched . Houſe Tavern, in 
Weſtminſter, and in. the Guildhall of London, 


Reſolutions of a very ſtrong and pointed nature 


were paſſed with the ſanction and under the im- 
mediate influence of Mr. Pitt and the Duke of 
Richmond, who having. attained the real object 


they had in view, have ſince thought proper to 
perſecute and puniſh with unrelenting ſeverity 


the Proſelytes they have gained, and the opi- 


nions which they themſelves had firſt, ſet afloat! 
But if the public mind be agitated, to whom are 


we to attribute the fermentation, or how. ſhall we 
apply. a. ſuitable remedy ; What ſo likely to con- 
ciliate affection and procure unanimity as a com- 
pliance with the popular wiſh, and an immediate 


redreſs of grievances? It is vain to expect energy 


from a deſponding nation, or to call forth the 


active exertions of a degraded people. They 


may enroll themſelves, indeed, not from choice, 
but from imperious neceſſity, and prefer the hope 


of ſudden death to a life of ſervitude and oppreſ- 

ſion; but will men be readily perſuaded to put on 

the armour of patriotiſm, and take the field with. 

| ele and with confidence, when they know that 
eſt behind them their conſtitution violated, -. 

their liberties invaded, and their laws ſuſpended! 


they, 


Wee indeed, muſt be che ſituation, of that 
| „ country. 
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country, whoſe intereſts are thus neglected, *} 


whoſe privileges are thus deſtroyed; indifference 
ſucceeds diſguſt ; a ſullen apathy takes place of 
keen reſentment ; abject ſlavery, or open rebel 
lion becomes the only remaining alternative, and 
in ſuch a ſituation it ſoon becomes a matter of 


very little conſequence who is their miniſter or 


who their king! 
But we are inſultingly aſked, © who are the per- 


fons moſt loud in the cry of Reformation, and 
moſt ſolicitous for the removal of abuſe?” and 


| the anſwer is always ready, © they are men of 
depraved characters and deſperate fortunes, who 


from indolence or diſſipation having loft all, ex- 


pet to gain ſomething ; and being entirelydeſ. 


titute, hope to profit by a fudden change.” 
Were theſe arguments as true as they are falfe, — 
ſtill ſhould I continue to be a ſtrenuous advocate 


for a Parliamentary Reform, and redouble my ef- 


forts for the accompliſhment of ſo defirable and 
fo neceſſary a purpoſe. Independently of its re- 


moving the veil, under which men of this deſ- 
eription may be ſuppoſed to conceal their latent 


deſigns, by taking away all plauſible prezggt for 
their aſſociating together, that thoſe who are deſ- 


titute ' ſhould defire a competency, is neither 


ſtrange nor unreaſonable; and if the majority of 
LY a nation 
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a nation be poor, it is high time its government 
ſhould be altered. I confeſs, however, that I am 


not ſo apprehenſive of my own ſpecies, as to be- 


lieve that an attempt to meliorate and improve 


its condition, would be productive only of anar- 
chy and confuſion, or that to reſtore to a conſi- 
derable portion of mankind, its natural rights, 
ſhould render it the perpetrator of wrongs. But 
it is not true that men of loſt characters and 
ruined fortunes are the only advocates of Parlia- 


"mentary Reform. It is perſons who have pro- 
perty, who are independent, who poſſeſs real 


reſpectability that are, as indeed they ought to 
be, the moſt ſtrenuous and the moſt ſincere in 
their purſuit of a meaſure, which if obtained, 


would effectually preſerve them, as well from the 


ſhameleſs profuſion of a corrupt and profligate 
adminiſtration, as from the licentious and ungo- 
verned frenzy of a popular inſurrection, 


It is of little conſequence to me, whether my 


property be reſumed by a populace or ſeized by 
the rapacity of a miniſter; whether it be loſt in 


a public commotion, or divided in a ſcramble 


among placemen and penſioners ; the cauſe 
might be different, but the effect would be even- 
tually the ſame; I ſhould reflect, however, that 


as greater number had undoubted] y the greater 
0 2 right, 


26 J 


fight. and ſhould derive at leaſt this eoiclation, 
that it would be circulated among the many in- 
ſtead of being monopolized by a few ! ; 


Whenever the ſubjett is” diſcuſſed, an n attempt 
is conſtantly made to influence the paſſions, and 
pervert the underſtanding, by recurring to cir- 
cumſtances which poſſeſs not the moſt remote 
connexion: the maſſacres of Paris afford a fruit- 
ful ſource to ſupply the deficiency of argument, 
and the friends of Reform are branded with the 
opprobrious deſign of wiſhing to engraft the 
French Guillotine on the Engliſh Conſtitution. 
The gentleman has provoked a diſcuſſion, into 
which I am as unwilling as unable perhaps to 
enter; were the prediſpoſing cauſes and atten- 
dant circumſtances of theſe maſſacres, to be mi- 
nutely inveſtigated and accurately detailed, I 
believe it would be found, that to the ſtubborn 
oppoſition. to a timely Reform, and to a perſe- 
verance in a ſyſtem of profligacy and eskrup- 
tion; to the coalition of Courts, and to the in- 
5 manifeſtoes of that military Bobadil, the 
Duke of Brunſwick, may we juſtly attribute 
thoſe awful and ſanguinary tranſactions. a 


But why 10 perpetually recur ro the fatty of 
France, « or __ to Prove that a Reform in 
| the 


_ CIT 
the Engliſh Parliament, would neceſſarily pro- 
duce thoſe dreadful conſequences, which are ſaid 
to have followed its introduction into that diſ- 
tracted country? Is it not ſtrange that gentle- 
men, while they take a peculiar pleaſure in ap- 
plauding and defending the old Government 

of France, ſhould ſo continually calumniate and 
libel the Britiſh Conſtitution? To produce ſimi- 
lar effects, it muſt firſt be prov'd that ſimilar 
cauſes exiſt, and will any one have the temerity 
to aſſert, that the preſent ſituation of England 
reſembles the old arbitrary deſpotiſm of France? 

Surely not! France exhibited a national bank- 
ruptcy, an enormous accumulation of unmerited 
places and penſions, a haughty and overbearing 
ariſtocracy, and a ſtate of tyranny, which was 
no longer endurable. It was becauſe the Mo- 
narch was deaf to the calls of juſtice, and would 

not liften to Reform till 700 late, that thoſe con- q 
fequences enſued fo inftructive to others, but ſo | | | 

fatal to himſelf! Had he yielded a timely atten- il 


| 1 
; tion to the voice of an injured nation, and com- i 
; plied with the anxious wiſhes of an oppreſſed 1 
. people; had he commenced a falutary and ef- 


fectual Reformation, he might till have con- : 
tinued in the ſecure - poſſeſſion of his original _— 


1 
f power and authority, and have received all that 4 
n veneration and eſteem, which an honourable | 
e | mind | Wil 
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mind can require, or a generous nation, bes 


ſtow ! 


For it is not among the leaſt of the cauſes. 
which produced the late Revolution in France, 


that the whole energy of literature and philoſo- 
Phy was vigorouſly exerted againſt a corrupt and 
malignant ſyſtem, and the pure rays of the ſun 
of reaſon were inceſſantly darted through the 
ſombrous and gloomy receſſes of tyranny and 
ſuperſtition. The conteſt was ſevere, but the 
triumph has been complete. The unalienable 
rights of human nature were boldly avowed and 
gallantly maintained; the curſed engines of op- 
preſſion were deſtroyed, the manſians of deſpo- 
tiſm levelled with the duſt ; and the Bed tree 
of liberty ſpringing from their mouldering ruins, 


amidſt the loud hallelujahs of enraptured mil. 


lions, reared high its lofty trunk, extended its 


colloſſal branches, and diffuſed its fragrance to 


the remoteſt corners of the globe, from the ſhores 
of America to the plains of Indoſtan ! 


It _ been confidently. e 8 a 1 


is neither wanted nor deſired, and that the pub- 


lic is contented that things ſhould remain pre- 
ciſely as they are. Miſerable infatuation !. will 

you never acknowledge the voice 41 the people, 
ö till 
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till it ſpeak in too loud and angry a tone to be 


with ſafety reſiſted? will you never believe that the 


Form is pathering, till you bear the loud thunder roll, 


and fee the vivid lighining flaſh! Behold! the 
ſtarved manufacturer and the oppreſſed peaſant 


the barren ſoil and the deſerted loom the help- 


leſs widow's and the wretched orphan's tears 
the groans of the fick and the anguiſh of the 


| ſlaughtered : behold theſe, ye unfeeling advocates 


of the preſent ſyſtem of corruption, and tell me, 


is not every wound an impreſſive tongue that 


ſues for immediate peace, and every drop of blood 
a voice that calls aloud, Sac 


tis not within the crowded: ſtreets of a gay 
metropolis or the walls of an elegant theatre, the 
purlieus of St. James's or the precincts of a court, 


that we are enabled to form a juſt eſtimate of the 
comparative happineſs or miſery of mankind. 
Alas ! there is a filent ſum of ſolitary wretched. 
neſs which ſhrinks from public enquiry, and 


avoids the unwelcome reſearches of impertinent 


curioſity. Already do we ſee even among thoſe 
who are the laſt to feel its effects, the dreadful 


confequences of a ſyſtem of abuſe and corruption; 
already has a ſpecies of narrow policy and penu- 


riouſneſs pervaded what are called the middling 


clailes of ſociety ; munificence and hoſpitality 
| | a ; give : 
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give place to cold calculations of prudence and 
ſelf. intereſt; friendſhip i is ſacrificed to conveni- 
ence; artificial ſplendor ſerves only as a veil to 
conceal the certainty of approaching ruin; pride 

and falſe delicacy forbid, what neceſſity would 
urge; and if diſtreſs be often imperceptible, it 
is not becauſe it is unfelt, but becauſe it is not 
villingly eee 


1 ally into the world, and educated 
in what is termed an honourable and a liberal 
profeſſion, how often have I heard the involun- 
tary ſigh, and witneſſed the ſilent tear, ſtealing 
down the furrowed cheek of hoary-headed age ! 
How often have I ſeen the emaciated frame of 
| helpleſs infancy, and obſerved the worn-out me- 
chanic ſtretched on the lonely bed of ſickneſs ! 
Frequently: have I diſcovered that far the greater 
portion of the diſeaſes, which afflict humanity, . 
has been the reſult only of poverty and wretch- 
edneſs; that the miſerable ſufferers wanted not 
reſtorative. medicines, but aua bread; and 


While my heart has deplored their unhappy fate, 


and my hand vainly attempted to adminiſter the 
neceſſary relief, how have I anxiouſly wiſhed for 
_ the. refloration of peace and tranquillity, and 
ſighed for a Parliamentary Reform | 


4 


To 
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To enter into a tedious detail of the preſent: 


partial and decayed ſtate of the repreſentation of 


the people of Great Britain, and point out its 


numerous abuſes, would only be to call the 
public attention to relations which have been 


often repeated, and to facts which have become 
almoſt diſguſting from their notoriety. Yet, as 
in every collective aſſembly, there are to be 


found many, who, unwilling or unable to enquire 
for themſelves, repoſe with perfect indifference, 


and with implicit confidence, upon the prevail- 
ing ſyſtem, and treat every contrary aſſertion 


as falſe or unfounded ; it may perhaps be neceſ- 
ſary, to ſelect a few ſtriking examples, to prove 
as well the neceſſity as the expedience of a Par- 
liamentary Reform. The following ſtatement 
extracted from the Morning Chronicle, will 
ſhew the diſproportion between five of the moſt 
populous cities and counties, and ſix boroughs, 
which elect an equal number of members. 


Places 5 Electors Members 
London contains 7000 ſends 4 to Parliament. 


Weſtminſter 10000 2 —— 
Middleſex — 35005 —— 2 ͤ— räàç—ü —ʃ 
Surry : 4500 — 2 2 wt 2 
Southwark 2000 —— 2k • mjGͤük — 


Total 27,000 Tot. 12 5 
D 7 Places 
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Places Electors Members 
Newtown contains x ſends 2 to Parliament. 


Old Sarum 1 2 
Wan r 2 
Marlborough —3 — 2 

Downton + . 


Total 12 Total 12 


In the above ſtatement it will evidently appear, 
that in one caſe 27,000, and in the other 12 
_ electors, return the ſame number of Members to 
Parliament, viz. 12. But in truth the Houſe of 
Commons, the pretended repreſentative of the 
people, does not 'repreſent the one hundredth 
part. The City of Bath alone contains 30,000 
inhabitants, and the right of election is mono- 
polized by about thirty-one perſons. The City 
of Edinburgh contains 144,000, and the num- 
ber of Electors is nineteen. The County of 
Yorkſhire, which contains not far ſhort of a 
million of ſouls, returns two County Members; 
ſo does the County of Rutland, which contains 
not a hundredth part of the number. The town 
of Old Sarum, (if it can be ſo called) which con- 
tains not three houſes, ſend two Members, while 
the City of Mancheſter, containing 60, ooo in- 

habitants, is not admitted to ſend any. 
5 With 


„ 
With facts like theſe preſenting themſelves 


before us, how can any one have the temerity to 


defend ſo abominable a ſyſtem, or dare to inſult 
a Britiſh Aſſembly by declaring that corruption 


is neceſſary, and influence deſirable. If it be 


true, that the Britiſh Government is com- 


pounded of King, Lords and Commons; that 


the collective energy of the whole depends upon 
the equal adjuſtment, and perfect coincidence of 


each; that neither ſhould e that 

it ſhould form a complete tri 8 ance; and 
if it can be proved, that the popular portion, 
which is the moſt eſfential and the moſt valuable, 


1s violated and almoſt deſtroyed, ſhall we not 
be juſtified in believing thoſe who loudly aſſert 
that we have no Conſtitution, and that the Houſe of 


Commons is not the repreſentalive of the people! 


What if at ſome ſubſequent period of national 


calamity and diſtreſs, when the preſſing exigen- 


cies of the ſtate may render it indiſpenſably ne- 


ceſſary to impoſe additional burthens, and recur 
to extraordinary meaſures ; the principal manu- 
facturing towns, ſuch as Birmingham, Man- 
| Cheſter, &c. ſhould ſuddenly refuſe to comply 


with the requiſitions of Government, and reſiſt 
a collection of the revenue? What if they ſhould 


plead in juſtification of their 1efuſal, that they 
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are not repreſented, and ought not, therefore, to be 


zaxed? In ſuch an alarming ſituation, however, 
we might lament the occaſion, and tremble for 
the conſequences, we ſhould be compelled to 
acknowledge . that we know of no law which 
could enforce compliance, nor are acquainted 


with any principle which could W compul- 
ſion! 8 


Is it not then, I aſk every ſerious and reflect- 


ing perſon, of the moſt eſſential importance, by 


a ſpeedy and radical Reform, to prevent the 
bare poſſibility of ſo dreadful a miſchief, and 
endeavour to .procure that affection and unani- 
mity which can alone afford ſecurity and protec- 


tection at this critical and awful moment? Are 


not thoſe, indeed, friends of their King and well- 
wiſhers to their Country, who would conſult 
their true intereſts and promote their real welfare, 
by purſuing with unremitted zeal and perſeve- 
rance, a meaſure calculated at once to extinguiſh 


the flames of civil diſcord, and enſure univerſal 
tranquillity ? 


A gentleman * this evening addreſſed you in a 
ſpeech which I confeſs, I think, did equal honour | 


G 


— 


VE 


* 'This was on the 3d Evening's Debate, 
| to 
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to his head and to his heart; and which if it 


failed to excite that general attention which it 
certainly deſerved, it muſt have been for this 


convincing reaſon, that no eloquence, however 
_ captivating, nor talents, however rare, will ever 


make a forcible or a laſting impreſſion, if they do 
not come recommended and aſſiſted by the power- 


ful voice of Truth. He told us, that on a late 
occaſion, when the ſentiments of the people of 
England were generally and loudly called for, 


that a brave and loyal nation overfiowed with ex- 
preſſions of gratitude and affection for their King 


and Conſtitution; and he applied this as a pow- 


erful argument to ſhew that the public was 
ſtrongly averſe to a Reform, Why was this art- 


ful and inſidious attempt made to influence our 


paſſions and miſlead our judgment? Are Govern- 


ment and Abuſe always to be conſidered only as ſy- 
nonimous terms? and does it inevitably follow, 


as a neceſſary concluſion, that to be a friend or 
Reform is to be diſaffected and diſloyal? if fo, I 
confeſs myſelf to have been guilty of a glaring 


impropriety, ſince I was one of thoſe who were 


readily perſuaded to ſubſcribe to an addreſs, and 
yet profeſs myſelf an advocate for a Reform. 


But where is this boaſted Conſtitution, of which 


we have lately heard ſo much, and diſcovered ſo 
N RD. 
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little; which is ſo perpetually dinned in our ears, 
and held out as the envy and admiration of the 
world? if it be indeed ſo excellent, why are we thus 
deprived of its moſt eſſential benefits, and amuſed 


with an empty name? if it be ſo truly glorious, let 


us be dazzled with its ſuperior luſtre, not darkened 


by irs ſudden and total eclipſe. It is a trite but juſt | 


obſervation, that the recollection of paſt pleaſure 
brings forth preſent pain; and I confeſs when I 
call to mind what the Conſtitution was, and com- 
pare it with what it ic, I cannot but conſider the 
unqualified panegyrics of thoſe who profit by its 
corruption, and who are intereſted in its abuſe, 


as a flagrant inſult upon our underſtandings ; and 
Iam led to this ſimple yet ſerious queſtion, Which 


ought to be conſidered as Traitors to their King 
and Country, thoſe who are invading and deſtroy- 
ing piece-meal its moſt valuable privileges, 
or thoſe who have inceſſantly laboured to reſtore 
it to its original purity and ſplendor? _ 


But he aſks, * how are we to aſcertain the 
general ſentiment, and where ſhall we collect the 
public opinion? to this I anſwer, any where, 
every where, wherever you can find men. We muſt 
except, it' is true, a crowded drawing-room, 
the members within St. Stephen's chapel, and a 
meeting of Liverymen at Merchant Taylors-hall ; 

| - becauſe 
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decauſe theſe moſtly conſiſt of perſons who are 
immediately intereſted in the continuation of 
the preſent ſyſtem, and from whom it would be 


vain and uſeleſs to expect a favourable anſwer 2 
but wherever a caſual and indiſcriminate aſſem- 


bly of men of all profeſſions and deſcriptions is 
convened, I am ſure, he will find that nine-tenths 


are friendly to Reform. It is not a man's being 
poſſeſſed of a few acres or a few pounds more or 


leſs, or having a better or worſe coat or no coat 
at all on his back, that ſhould confer extraor- 
dinary privileges or unnatural exemptions. Men 
not money, the living countenance not the dead 


effigy are the objects of repreſentation ; and 1 
confeſs that I know of no rank or ſtation ſo ele- 


vated as to preclude the ſtrict performance of 
the duties of humanity, nor acknowledge any 
ſituation, however low or degraded, which ſhould 


debar an individual from the full enjoyment of 
the unalienable and impreſcriptible Rights of 
Man! | 


But we are "confidently told, and gentlemen 


have undoubtedly aſſumed to themſelves a con- 


ſiderable portion of credit for their ſuperior diſ- 
cernment, that the friends of Reform had other 


deſigns and other views than thoſe they openly 


profeſſed: that Reform was a mere pretext and 


that 
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that the final overthrow and total deſtruction 


of all regular and conſtituted authorities was the 
real and only plan which they had in contempla- 
tion, This 1s indeed a formidable accuſation, 
but like moſt charges of this deſcription it is 


equally unfounded and unſupported. Where are 


their proofs? where are their authentic docu- 
ments? the ſocieties have always openly avowed 
their principles and their opinions, and wo Hun- 
dred thouſand printed copies will readily teſtify 
the publicity of their proceedings, If you will 
not believe them from their own declarations, 
what other mode of deciſion will you adopt to 
prove their ſincerity, or who can pretend to dive 
into the inmoſt receſſes of the human heart? It 


is ſaid that at the moment of the apprehenſion 


| of ſeveral of the leading members, the ſocieties 
were juſt on the point of unmaſking themſelves, 
and proceeding to unjuſtifiable acts of violence 
and aggreſſion, when government bappily inter- 
poſed, and cruſhed them with it's ſuperior weight. 
| Thoſe who are acquainted with the ſubſequent 
conduct of the London Correſponding Society 
will know that this is falſe, for never at any time 
_ fince its original inſtcution, has it either deviated 
from its ſirſt principles, or forſaken its real ob- 
ject: alike indifferent to the frowns of adverſity 
or to the threats of power, regardleſs of the ma- 

chinations 
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chinations of calumny, and of the iron hand of 
perſecution, it has ſtill continued inflexible in 
the ſame ſteady path, and like a faithful ſentinel 


has neither fled at the approach of danger, nor 


flumbered at its pofl! 


At the time when many of its members were 


ſeized and impriſoned, conſcious of its inno- 
cence and aſſured of the legality of its proceed- 


ings, it met in greater numbers and in greater 


force ; but though it might be naturally ſup- 
poſed, that its indignation would be excited 


and its feelings rouzed by the violent and illegal 
meaſures of adminiſtration; its determinations 
were firm but peaceable—moderate yet impreſ- 
ſive. As the gauntlet has been thrown, permit 


me for a moment, Sir, to take it up and accept 


the challenge, to call my evidence and leave it to 
this intelligent aſſembly to cloſe the proceed= 
ings with a verdict of acquittal or condemna- 
tion ! I ſhall beg leave to ſtate, as far as my me- 
mory will permit, the laſt reſolutions which I 
acknowledge to have drawn up, and which were 


ſubmitted to, and unanimouſly adopted by the 


London Correfponding Society. 
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London Correſponding Society. 
General Committee, June 5, 1794. 


Reſolved unanimouſly, 


1ſt, That the London Correſponding Society 
was inſtituted ſolely for the purpoſe of obtaining 
univerſal ſuffrage, and annual parliaments, and 
has never aſſerted any principles which had not 
theſe for their baſis, nor adopted any meaſures 


which have not been openly and publicly 
avowed. | 


2dly, That, fully eonvinced of the legality of 
its proceedings, and firm in its principles, it feels 


no inclination, at the preſent criſis, to retract 


any of its former aſſertions, nor depart from its 
original purpoſe. 


| 3dly, That to wiſh for a Parliamentary Re- 
form, is neither illegal, feditious, nor trea- 
ſonable. 


4thly, That the peaceful aſſembling of men, 
in a Meeting or Convention to deliberate upon pub- 
lic meaſures, and ſeek redreſs of grievances, is 
not yet declared by law to be illegal, ſeditious or 
— 


cthly, That 


M1 


_ -gthly, That theſe two circumſtances, taken 


apart, being innocent, their combination cannot 


infer guilt; ſince the union of two proper and 
virtuous actions can never produce either an im. 
propriety or a crime ; and that, therefore, as to 


Wiſh for a Parliamentary Reform, and to aſſem- 


ble peaceably, are in themſelves legal, ſo to meet 


in a Convention, and here wiſh for a Parliamen- 
tary Reform, muſt be perfectly and ſtrictly legal. 


6thly, If the foregoing propoſitions be juſt, 
it follows, that the impriſonment of any indivi- 
dual, ought not to affect the exiſtence or the 
continuation of this ſociety ; fince as its object 


is legal, and its means honeſt, its beſt ſecurity 


while law is practiſed, and trial by Jury yet re- 
mains, is to reſign itfelf peaceably to the deci- 
ſion of its country; convinced that by ſuch a 
conduct the ultimate event muſt be, to this So- 
ciety a Pillar of Glory, to its enemies, a monu- 
ment of Shame. EI 


-thly, That it is not only the Rigbi, but the 
Duty of every individual, in poſſeſſion of his re- 


ſon,” to improve his faculties by inveſtigation, 
and exerciſe his judgment on every ſubject, 
wherein he is eſſentially concerned; and that he 
who contributes to the ſupport of that form of 


a government 
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government under which tie conſents to live, ought 
to be well inſtructed in the _—Y nature of its 
* and obligations 1 


sthly, That to deprive men of the exerciſe and 
enjoyment of their faculzies, is to take away the 
very foundation upon which all government 
ſands ; for that which appeals not to reaſon, but 
to force; which ſeeks, not to convince the judg- 
ment but coerce the will, is zo! government, but 
tyranny and oppreſſion, or if a government, is 
one fitted, not for Men, but for Brutes ! 


| 9thly, That the 8 and, impriſonment 
of many of its moſt. valuable and ' uſeful mem- 
bers, though in ſp much as it concerns them- 
ſelves. individually, it affords conſiderable re- 
oret, yet to the Society in particular, and to the 
public in general, ought rather to be a matter of 
ſatisfaction; ſince while it proves that the ene- 
mies to peace and Reform, have no other weapons 
to oppoſe them than thoſe of Violence and Preſecu. 
lion, it will tend, ſhould adminiſtration venture 
to bring them to an impartial trial, to promote 
effectually the cauſe in which it has embarked, 
and clear it from ill founded. and. undeſerved 
HOPE: 
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x othly, That, therefore, ſo far from ſhrinking 
from obſervation, or courting obſcurity, the 
members of this ſociety pledge themſelves to 
maintain the fame uniform conduct which has 
ever diſtinguiſhed them, and are ready to anſwer 
ſingly, at the bar of juſtice, to any charge legally 
brought againſt them, whenever it ſhall pleaſe 
their country to call upon them for their vindi- 
cation, at the ſame time, /olemnly declaring that 
they will fooner yield their lives, than deſert their 
Principles | | 


Such, at a time when it might naturally be 
expected that. if there were any /ecret deſign, it 
would have been immediately promulgated, or if 
any real Gailt had exiſted, it would have ſhrunk 
for refuge beneath the veil of obſcurity, were 
the /erious and /olemn reſolutions of the London 
Correſponding Society. For there are times and 
occaſions when even acrimony of language and 
intemperance of expreſſion may be overlooked 
and forgiven, when men may be juſtly allowed 
the privilege of * ſpeaking Daggers, if they uſe 
none, and be ſuffered to enjoy at leaſt the ſoli- 
tary ſatisfaction of pouring forth their complaints 
and grievances, to receive conſolation and to al- 
leviate deſpair. - 


Had 
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Had the Prime Miniſter of England, once the 
ſupporter, but now the vindictive oppoſer of Par- 
liamentary Reform, been truly the friend of his 
King and Country; or had we indeed enjoyed the 
bleſſings of a fair and equal repreſentation, ſhould 
we at this moment have been raſhly plunged into 
all the horrors of an unjuſt and an unneceſſary 
war ; ſhould we have ſcen without inquiry, and 
almoſt without RAW it our manufacturers 
ſtarved, our commerce ruined, and our country- 


men ſlaughtered ; or ſhould we have quietly per- 


mitted four and twenty Millions more of our na- 
tional wealth, to be wrung from the hard hand of 
honeſt induſtry, (& of which are to be ſent out 


of the country) without even the formality of payins 


a compliment to an accommodating Houſe of Commons ? 


But what can be expected from a Miniſter ſo ver- 


fatile and ſo capricious, who can provide conti- 
nual armaments without going to war, and com- 
mence war, without a ſufficient armament ; from 
a cabinet council, of whom, it has been well ob- 
ſerved, that every member is, or profeſſes to be, 
a lawyer, one only excepted, the Lord Chancellor; 
and from an adminiſtration ſo impotent and unpro- 
pitious, that like old women at a game of whiſt 


they find it neceſſary to change places for youer | 


luck ? 
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In this ſlumbering age of cautious prudence, 
when men by ſome unaccountable fatality, ſeem 


; univerſally agreed to loſe at once their recollection 


and their ſenſes, to barter their integrity, and for- 
ſake their principles; when public ſpirit is treated 
as a Chimera, and remonſtrance deemed rebellion ; 
when a liſtleſs torpor and a languid indifference 


pervade the public mind, and nought remains & 


fave filence and deſpair ; the friends of Reform 
may perhaps, by ſome be accuſed of being too 
violent and intemperate in their proceedings, of ha- 
ving in ſome degree deviated from the ſtrict line 
of prudence, and tranſgreſſed the boundaries of 
diſcretion; but when the atmoſphere becomes 


highly charged with peſtilential vapours, and the 


ſandy deſart parched with extreme heat, does it not 
require the ruſhing torrent and the ſweeping whirl- 


wind to yield refreſhing ene, and HURT the 
air! 


. Who is here ſo vile that does not love his coun- 
try? or who ſo baſe as not to value freedom? to 
him indeed Reform is ill-timed and dangerous, | 
ſince to ſuch a man corruption is honourable, and 
ſlavery a virtue: but if the principle of the for- 
mer be inherent in every boſom, and the latter en- 
graven on every heart, let me conjure my fellow 
citizens * that love and value they profeſs by 

that 
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that-conftitution they venerate, and that freedoin 
they adore, directly to avow their ſentiments and 
prove their ſincerity, by uniting and endeavour- 
ing to recover their 4% liberties, and redreſs their 
country's wrongs | 


We have, this evening been threatened, in the 
moſt gloomy terms with the horrors of an inva- 
ſion, and aſked what would be the ſentiments and 
conduct of every Engliſhman upon fo alarming an 
occaſion ; permit me, Sir, to affure the gentleman, 
that he is but ill-acquainted with the real ſenti- 


ments of the people of this country, if he ſuppoſe 


that it would be a fubject of joy or congratulation. 
I believe, Sir, we are ſtill Engliſß enough, to wiſh 
to Reform our own laws and redreſs our own 
grievances, without foreign interference ; and for 


my own part, I declare that I dread an invaſion 


of any kind, whether it be of French ſoldiers, or 


of Heſſian mercenaries, and profeſs an equal 
deteſtation of French Emigrants, and German 
Princes! 


We a are indeed, at this awful moment, upon the 


verge of a deep and dreadful: precipice ! To ad- 


vance will be fatal, to retreat is almoſt impracti- 


cable | what will be the final reſult, or where the 


termination, it is impoſſible to calculate or foreſee. 
TY At 
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At ſuch a fearful time does not every principle 
of policy and prudence call aloud for the adoption 
of meaſures, calculated to procure unanimity and 
preſerve affection? There have not been want- 


ing men of property and reſpectability, who have 


declared it their opinion, that it is now too late for 
Reform, and that the country 1s inevitably loſt ! 
if ſo, then farewell to every pleaſing proſpect, 
and to every conſolatory reflection! all hope is at 
once obliterated and extinguiſhed, the wild pre- 
dictions of modern prophecy may ſoon be fulfilled, 
the empty boaſtings of our enemies realized, the 
banks of the Thames may be aſſailed, and modern 
Carthage deſtroyed ! If the laſt hour of the political 


. exiſtence of this country is indeed drawing near, 
and we are to be involved in one general and uni- 


verſal ruin, let us, if but for a moment be free; re- 
ſtore to us our rights and privileges, and redreſs 
our grievances, we will then and or fall togetber, 
and fight for the Conſtitution, ſo long as the Con- 
ſtitution continues to be worth fighting for! 


But we are told alſo, by the ſame gentleman, 


that the Gallic fleet is now riding triumphant, and 


bidding us defiance, even in our own channel. It 
is too true—thanks to the prudence and foreſight 
of a wiſe and vigilant adminiſtration. | Inſtead of 
conſulting how to repel our foreign enemies, 

F '. Miniſters 


„ 


Miniſters have been ſtudiouſſy endeavouring to 


diſunite the people at home. Inſtead of being 
engaged with the board of Admiralty, they have 
been cloſeted with their confidential friends and 
companions, the ſpies and informers, to harraſs 
and perplex the popular ſocieties, and perſecute 
thoſe individuals, who believing hem ſincere, 
have only propagated their opinions, and followed 
their inſtructions! But, what encouragement is 

there for any man of merit, to exert or diſtinguiſh 


himſelf for the benefit of his country, when we 


ſee the glorious firſt of June placed upon a level 
. with the bombardment of Corſica, and the titled 
honour which was intended to decorate the boſom 
of a brave and gallant Admiral, meanly wreſted 
from him to give to an unprincipled apoſtate! 


Why were thoſe, who by a moderate and peace- 
ful Reform, ſought only to alleviate the miſeries 
of mankind, and promote the general happineſs, 


ſo harſhly and ſo ungenerouſly treated? They | 


were of all others, the men who leaſt deſerved 
this ungrateful return; compared with thoſe who 
have deſerted and betrayed the public intereſt to 
baſk in the warm ſunſhine of a court, and enjoy 
the genial influence of royal favour; they were, 
as the angels of light to the fiends of Pandemo- 
num. Their generous ardour, their unſhaken 
attachment, 
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attachment, their incorruptible integrity, and 
their undaunted courage, have at length extorted 


approbation even from their enemies, and called 
forth the tear of condolance from many an unwil- 


ling eye! Yes, gallant Band of Patriots, your 


country loudly hails you, as pre-eminently choſen 
from amongſt her ; favourite ſons, to ſtand forth 


the guardians of her ſacred rights, and ſave her 
from deſtruction; conſcious of your innocence in . 
the warm impulſe of honeſt zeal, I told you ſome 


months ago, that they ſhould not hurt a ſingle 


hair of your heads. The words were raſh, they 


were perhaps intemperate; but behold ! My pre- 
diction has been fully verified, and your triumph 
is complete. An honeſt and an enlightened jury, 
has honourably and unanimouſly acquitted you at 


the bar of your country, and their names and 


their verdict, together with the hiſtory of your 
perſecutions, ſhall be enrolled in the Regiſter of 
Fame, and deſcend with unquminiſhed ſplendor to 
the lateſt poſterity ! 


From a careful and attentive examination of the 
proceedings on the late proſecutions for High 
Treaſon; I am unwillingly led to this ſerious and 
ſettled opinion ; that there was a conſpiracy ; a 
dark, a daring, and a deteſtable conſpiracy; a 
118 racy Ka the liberties of the people! Thanks, 

1 however 
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mall tumble to the ground! 
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however, to the enlightened ſpirit of the nation; 


it has been detected and defeated ! The people bas 


proved triumphant, and Reform is now proſecuted 
with tenfold energy! It will be vain to attempt 
much longer to ſilence the voice of reaſon, or 
impede the progreſs of enquiry. As the ſtrong 


nitrous acid, when poured on the ſurface of me- 


tallic bodies, penetrates into their ſubſtance and 
forms an indelible impreſſion, ſo has the glorious 
cauſe of Reformation ſo firmly eſtabliſhed itſelf 
within the human mind, that not all the perſecu- 
tions of Miniſters, the pikes and bayonets of ty- 


rants the combination of courts, or the coalition of 


Princes, can ever eradicate its principles or ſtop 
its progreſs through the univerſe ! 


Already do the united energies of truth and rea- 


ſon, begin to prevail over the artful deluſions of 


ſophiſtry and falſchood. Already does influence 
ſeek for ſhelter among its own ſervile dependants, 
and corruption retire to its inmoſt citadel. But 
the battering-ram is preparing, and the ſtrong 
engines are ready to demoliſh the remaining out- 
works, and aſſail the weakened fortreſs. Soon 
will the formidable attack be made, and, like the 
walls of Jericho, when the laſt charge is founded, 
the whole fabric, with a loud and fearful craſh, 


'Then 
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Then let che guilty Miniſter of the day beware! 
Let him not continue to worſhip his Dagon, the 


God of his idolatry, nor longer remain in his 


temple of corruption, leſt, like another Samſon, 
vile he become acceſſary to its fall, he be buried 


beneath its ruins ! 


And thou, apoſtate hypocrite! W— PC 
to thee I call, and with a friendly voice, to warn 
thee of thy impending danger, and rouze thee 


from thy fatal ſecurity ! Hear me while briefly L 
unfold my purpoſe, and may the ſentiments I ut- 


ter, while they excite thy attention, fink _— 
into thy guilty boſom ! 


That portion of the divine energy, which in 
the infancy, and afterwards in the decline of the 


Roman Empire, to ſave its liberties, aſſailed a 
Tarquin and a Cæſar, is now riſen, and ſtalks 
abroad to perform its mighty miſſion : in one hand 
it bears the peaceful olive-branch, in the other a 
flaming ſword. It is yet in thy power to take thy 
choice and fave a ſinking ſtate ; defer not a mo- 


ment, I charge thee, leſt it be too late; liſten to 
the warning voice of that ſecret Monitor, which 


tells thee that the awful day of retribution faſt 
. * that if thou comply not with its 


requiſition, 
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„ 
requiſition, „it will ſurely meet thee at Phil- 
lippi 


The public voice is now awake, it calls for Re- 


formation. Attend to its admonitions or dread 
its vengeance! There is a point, beyond which 


human endurance is no longer ſafe or practicable; 
when confidence is withdrawn, inquiry ſhould 
begin ; and remember that when patience is- quite 
exhauſted, ſubmiſſion will be at an end. 


J call upon thee to acquit thyſelf of the ſerious 
charge of being the Prime Mover and inſtigator 
of the maſſacres of Paris, Toulon, and la Vendee, 
of planning the convention of Pilnitz, and en- 
couraging the manifeſtoes of the Duke of Brunſ- 
wick! I accuſe thee of having by thy perfidy and 
diſſimulation, leſſened the zeal of our friends and 


encreaſed the number of our enemies; and I pre- 


ſent to thy affrighted imagination, the venerable 
Conſtitution of England, mangled and mutilated 
like Cæſar's bloody mantle, and like him receiv- 
ing its death-blow from the hands of its adopted 
favourite! | 


% 
Thy ſituation hourly becomes more critical, 


yet who will now conde/cend to Pity or reprove 
2 thee? 
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thee ? Thy friends thou haſt treated withi con- 
tempt, thine enemies with perſecution. The ad- 
vice of the former thou haſt believed, yet neglect- 
ed; the threats of the latter thou haſt. derided, 


yet feared! The Majeſty of the public thou haſt 


inſulted and vilified, the people of England thou 
haſt bought and ſold! thine Adminiſtration exhi- 
hits a ſyſtem of ſwindling, thy conduct, a 818 

rinth of een! 


Why declaim againſt infidelity, yet wage war 
with eternal juſtice? Wherefore boaſt of penetra- 
tion, yet not perceive that France is invincible! 
In vain have armed legions, and foreign merce- 
naries, aſſailed her frontiers ; in vain have treach- 
ery and corruption urged their united force! The 
principles of reſiſtance have always afforded the 
means of preſervation, and France, though op. 
poſed by a world in arms, will ſtill continue to 
baffle its mighty efforts, and ſhall never bend to 
the galling yoke of tyranny, nor become again 
the land of e 


Recal then our ſcattered forces Adiſſolve this 
incongruous, this uncombined confederacy—ac- 
knowledge the right of a great and potent nation, 
to legiſlate for itſelf-give Peace to this affrighted 


kingdom 


%% - 
kingdom—redreſs its grievances - promote Re- , 
form—defiſt from perſecution—and confeſs at 


once, that the voice OF A PEOPLE IS THE VOICE + 
or Gop! . 
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a+ It was almoſt unanimouſly decided that the 
Friends of Reform were the true Friends of their 


King and Country. rr 


— 


THE END. 


